
The NewBridge Project  

Fair Pay Guide for Artists and Freelancers 2025  

NewBridge is committed to paying employees, artists, and freelancers in line with best practice.  

NewBridge is an accredited Living Wage Employer and our rates for freelance artists and other 
practitioners follow guidance from Artist Union England.   

 

Artist Hourly Rate  £43 per hour 

Artist Day Rate  £345 per day (8 hours)  

Artist Half Day Rate  £175 (four hours)  

Workshop, performance and events      

Workshop, event, or performance lead (1/day) £345  

Workshop, event, or performance lead (half day) £175 

Residency or freelance rate for longer-term work  

Freelance rate for anyone doing 5 – 20 days £198 p/d  

Residency Rate (based £198 p/d for one month)  £3960 

Commissioning Fee  

 
Micro commission (up to 5 days) 

 
£345 to £1725 

Small to Medium commission (6 to 20 days)  £1725 – £3960  

Longer-term or larger scale commission (over 20 
days) 

£3960 – £5000 

Exhibitions  

Existing works  £200 – £600 (depending on scope of 
work, any preparation required etc.) 

New works (group show)  £750 – £2000 (depending on scope of 
commission) 

Solo show (new and existing)  £2000 – £5000  

Technical and front of house support    

Technical support for exhibitions  £198 p/d  

Documentation of exhibitions and events  £198 to £345 p/d  

Freelance front of house and practical work 
experience 

£14.00 per hour is paid for freelance 
support with front of house and 
bookshop support or undertaking 
practical work experience with 
additional holistic support offered by 
the team.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Further guidance  

This guidance aims to offer a clear framework for renumerating and supporting artists fairly.   

These rates have been adapted from Artist Union England guidelines, adopting the hourly rate 
advised in 2025 for artists with 5+ yrs experience.  

We have decided not to adopt a graded scale of fees (where the starting point is graduating from 
higher education and goes up by years of experience). This is to acknowledge the important 
contribution that artists without formal education make at NewBridge. We value other forms of 
experience and knowledge equally to higher education. We also recognise that working with 
emerging artists does not translate straightforwardly onto a linear timeline, where more years 
equals more experience or vice versa.   

In January 2025 we reviewed the policy and will be adopt increased fees to the rate of £43.00 per 
hour from October 2025, in line with new guidance published by AUE.  

It will be reviewed annually.  

Artist Rates  

The artist hourly and daily rate is to be used for one-off or short-term projects (of up to four days).   

Workshops, performance, and events  

When working out the rate, you should reflect on the amount of preparation needed and number of 
hours to deliver the session (including any set up and pack down). We aim to give half a day for a 
shorter workshop or a full day, to reflect preparation time and delivery.  

Materials and access costs to be agreed in advance, separate to the fee.  

For performance, we aim to pay additional / multiple performers the hourly rate detailed above (or 
you may need to discuss and compare fees outlined in the Broadcasting, Entertainment, 
Communication and Theatre Union).  

Freelance Rates for 5+ days (as artist, producer or organiser)  

5 – 20-days’ work is paid at a rate of £198 per day.  

Residency Fee 

For a one-month residency the rate is £3960 (based on £198 p/d)  

Screening fees  

Screening fees are scaled and to be agreed with the artist and/or distributor. Rates are based on 
current guidance from LUX and range from £75 – £270 screening fee is for existing work and one-
off screenings (not part of an exhibition).  

Rates will vary depending on filmmaker or distributor. Where an artist hasn’t stipulated their own 
fee, LUX advise a rate based on length: £75 for under 5 minutes; £100 for over 6 minutes; £150 
for 20 minutes film; £200 for 60 minutes; £270 for over 120 minutes. In an exhibition context, they 
advise starting rate of £600 for a presentation for one-month.  

Commissioning Fees  

These amounts are guidance for commissioning artists to make new work, which may include 
writing, artworks, film, performance, and longer-term participatory projects.  

Small-commission: £345 – £1035 are based on 1 - 5 days’ work at £345 per day.   

Medium-commission: £1000 – £4500 are based on 6 – 20 days’ work at £198 per day.  

Longer-term/ larger scale: £4000 to £5000 based on approximately 25 + days’ work at £198 per 
day.  



The amounts above are for artists fees only. Production costs and any equipment needs are to be 
agreed separately and will depend on scope of project and budget.  

Many projects may be difficult to categorise as per the above commissioning rates/ days worked, 
particularly at the intersection between film, social practice, social engagement, community 
building and long-term participatory projects. We continue to try to improve our benchmarking for 
commissions and support of artists and are always happy to discuss the rates.  

You may need to cross reference rates with Broadcasting, Entertainment, Communication and 
Theatre Union; and for any collaborative, social practice, socially engaged and long-term 
participatory projects, plan holistically for support of people taking part.  

Exhibition Fees  

For exhibitions, the fees are different for existing work and new work. There is a range/ scale for 
these fees, which is to be agreed with artists, dependent on scope and scale of work(s) presented. 
The fees for new work relate to the commissions (as above) and are based around those day 
rates.  

Technical and front of house support    

Technicians are paid £198 per day for leading on install of exhibitions and larger scale events. 
This may be negotiated and paid at a higher rate, if the technician is consulting on equipment, 
design and planning.  

Photographers are paid a starting rate of £198 per day for documenting exhibitions and events. 
Time for editing and the number of photographs should be factored into the day rate and may be 
paid up to £345 per day.  

Freelancers are paid a rate of £14.00 per hour to work in our Bookshop or our gallery.  

Artist Development  

Artist development is central to all our work at NewBridge. Holistic support is offered to artists who 
are undertaking work with us, to test out ideas and try out an activity for the first time, in addition to 
the hourly/ day rates offered for their time.  

Access and Other Support  

We support artists and others working with NewBridge to share their support needs with us, via 
access riders or more informally through conversation.  In addition to fees, NewBridge aim to 
support access costs including childcare. We pay childcare at a rate of £55 per day (based on day 
rate for an under-5 at Shieldfield Nursery) or can set up support on site for events. When agreeing 
a fee with an artist, do factor in that artists with less experience may need additional preparation 
time or other forms of support (as outlined).  

Freelance rates are often higher than employees’ rates to reflect the precarious nature of work, 
and personal responsibility for Income Tax, National Insurance, Pensions, maternity, sick leave 
and so on. As per AUE guidance it’s important to note these figures do not include Income Tax or 
National Insurance Contributions.  


